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to the three steep slopes of rock on which the Chateau de Blois is built, just as Chiverni had done a moment since, " we should have a fight with no result; the Huguenots could come and go at will. Blois is a hall with four doors, while Amboise is a sack."
" I will not leave the Florentine Queen/' said the Cardinal.
" We have made one mistake/' remarked the Duke, playing with his dagger, tossing it in the air, and catching it again by the handle; " we ought to have behaved to her as to the Reformers, giving her liberty to move, so as to take her in the act."
The Cardinal looked at his brother for a minute, shaking his head.
"What does Pardaillan want?" the Duke exclaimed, seeing this young gentleman coming along the terrace. Pardaillan was to become famous for his fight with la Renaudie, in which both were killed.
" Monseigneur, a youth sent here by the Queen's furrier is at the gate, and says that he has a set of ermine to deliver to her Majesty. Is he to be admitted? "
" To be sure; an ermine surcoat she spoke of but yesterday," said the Cardinal. " Let the shop-clerk in. She will need the mantle for her journey by the Loire."
"Which way did he come, that he was not stopped before reaching the gate? " asked the Grand Master.
" I do not know," said Pardaillan.
" I will go to see him in the Queen's rooms," said le Balafre. " Tell him to await her lever in the guardroom. But, Pardaillan, is he young? "
" Yes, Monseigneur; he says he is Lecamus's son."
" Lecamus is a good Catholic," said the Cardinal, who, like the Duke, was gifted with a memory like Caesar's. *c The priest of Saint-Pierre aux Boeufs trusts him, for he is officer of the peace for the Palace."
" Make this youth chat with the captain of the Scotch Guard, all the same," said the Grand Master, with an emphasis which gave the words a very pointed meaning. " But Ambroise is at the chateau; through him we shall know at